
A Case Study of a Turkish Nonnative-English-Speaking Scholar’s  
Publication Experiences 

 

Yasemin KIRKGÖZ 
Çukurova University 
ykirkgoz@cu.edu.tr 
 

This paper presents a case study of a nonnative-English-speaking scholar from the Hard 
Sciences in Turkey and his experiences in his academic career including publishing scholarly 
articles in international refereed journals. Using ethnographic case study methodology 
(Gallant, 2008), the study traces the academic successes as well as the challenges in his 
academic career from being a novice researcher to achieving a full professorship. The first 
data source was in-depth interviews and e-mail communications with the scholar. The second 
source of data was the various drafts and the final version of several papers published in the 
leading disciplinary journals. Participant verification (Meadows and Morse, 2001) is used to 
verify the research findings.  The study brings to light many of the challenges involved in 
what it means to be a non-Anglophone researcher seeking national and international 
recognition through his academic publication in English but living and researching in a non-
Anglophone country.  
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