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In this presentation we will give an overview of a longitudinal research project, Professional Academic Writing in a
Global Context (PAW) which explores the writing for publication practices of 50 psychology and education
scholars based in four distinct national contexts, Slovakia, Hungary, Spain, and Portugal. For over 10 years we
have collected extensive interview, observational and textual data about scholars’ experiences with and
perspectives on submitting articles for publication with a focus on English-medium texts. A key unit of data
collection and analysis has been ‘text history’, which involves the collection and analysis of multiple drafts of texts
written by participants, correspondence with literacy brokers and interviews discussing the production of specific
texts.
The presentation will focus specifically on the following question: does the ‘language’ or ‘English’ of an article
submitted for publication play a significant part in ‘uptake’, that is, in shaping reviewers’ and editors’ responses
and evaluation. Drawing on 95 text histories from the PAW project we will analyse the language ideologies
enacted in referees’ and editors’ comments on articles submitted for publication in English-medium ‘international’
journals. We will consider how orientations to ‘English’, ‘language’ and ‘language work’ are enacted in practices of
reviewer uptake and the consequences of such practices for knowledge production, evaluation and circulation.
In exploring evaluation practices, we will problematize three foundational categories in applied linguistics: 1) The
treating of English as a single stable semiotic resource over which the ‘native’ speaker is attributed a privileged
evaluative position; 2) The overriding transparency approach to language and communication; 3) The focus
on production as distinct from uptake.
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